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In November 294k, shortly bafore the provisional Hungarian Goveriment cage
into beding, the first post-war Hungarien Political Police unit was organized
uxier Soviet supervision ir Dalzecen. This gr-up, under the luadership of ons
VIIS0I, was or'ginally composed of & score of former slave-leborersz, most of
taas Hungarien Jows. Jews were predominant because, although they were not
nacessarily Communlsts, 1t seemed obvious 4o the Soviet authorities that thay

- ware anti-fascista. The Debrecen Folitical Police unit was employed by the

Soviets largely to maintain order and hunt down fascists. The group was
ststantially augmented by numerous Comminista of long gtanding who, a3

Soviet forces neared Budapest, were liberated and sent to Debrocen. Among these
oarly nembers was Andras SZEBENYI, the present head of zll Hungarién police forces.

Puring the first days of December 194l thers amrrived in Dobrecen groups which
wexe to play an lmportant role in the Pelitical Police. The firet
up of about ten Hungarian Communists who had been held in readiness{in Moscow for
f.m advent of the provislonal Rungarian Goverrment. Thia group included . indvss
TONFB, present head of the Hungarian Folice Acadewy in Budapesat; Sbefan EFES,
present. deputy to Ardras SZEBENYIL; Sendor HORVATH (alias of Sandor 20EL. ),
present head of Sub-Section I of the Politicel Police; and Jancs KOVACS, prusent
deputy ‘to Gabor FETER. The 2esord group was composed largciy of WHumgarian Jews who
had recently become Commnists after the Soviets had fraed thex from slave-labor
units, Members of the secomd group included: Andras VILLANYI, present deputy to
(cbor PETER; Dr. Jowsef TIMAR, present head of Sub-Section VIII of ths Political
Policae; Dr. Akos PAL, present deputy to TDMAR; and Wiklos AKOS, now an official

of Sub«8ection VIII of the Politicidl Polics.

On 12 December 194l the provisional govermuent was formed in Debrecen, and the

Political Police headed by TOMPE, was placed wnder duriodiction of ¢
of the Interior. ShortRP ng W Ty
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inlependent Political Police unit with headquariere at Andrasay utea 60, Budapesd,

T
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‘was organized under the leadership of Gabor PEPER, an old-time Humgarian Communiat

whs had bveen in hidine as a tailor in Budapest during the wiw. in Fevruary 1945
534P2 enc¢ octher 1eaders of the Debrecen group held with FETER a mee%ing which re-
tu.t2d in the merging of the two formations. Hesdguarters was fixed nt Anirasey

"wkza 60, Budapeat, ard Gabor PEIER, because of the high esteen in whilch he wag h2ld

hy the Soviet suthoritiee, was named head of the organlzation. MY way confirmed
a8 his devuty, & position which he held until the summer of 1945, when he vas ap-
vointed head of the newly orgsnized Provinclsl Political Polige., In Harck 1945

th2 provigionsl government moved from Debrecen to Budapest:

batween Fabruary 1945 and Septenber 1947 t¢he devalopment of the Hungarian Jolitiesd
Poiice wag dominated by two significant trends. One was the success ™l canpaign by
th? Communiets to s=ize key positions within the organization and to forse out thelr
cpponents. The gecond trend was o gradua) change in tha courae of omeratlons from
e¢mphasis on the sc-called "offensive® phase (denazification of Wyilsa and ‘olksbhund
syapathizers) to the "defensive" phase {orgenization and operation ol a widespread
informant natwork, on the MVD model, for the protection of the gavernment).

From February 1945 until September 1GUT the Politicel Police pnssed through three
4ifferent organizational stagec. | |cem«.en?;f Appendix "AM outl nes the Hungarien
Folice aystem as of August 1946 and Seplember 1947.) The first siage, thas of "offen-
elre" operations, was in effect in Budapest from February through December 1945. Dur-
f123 this pericd an independent system was 2stablished to extend Political ’olilce: cone
tr)l to the provinces. The second orgemizational stege in Budapeat provided for equal
enshasis on "effensive! and "defengive" operations, and lasted from Januar- 1946 until
Auzust 1946 (see Appendix "B"). The third stage, whieh ie, with the excepiion of on@5X1
"srfensive” msction, purely "defensive," has been ia effect in Bungary slnce Septenber
1916, when the Provinsial and Budanest Political Police systems were mersed under one
beadgusriers commanded by Gsbor FETER, |

comment? Available information indicates numerous basic gimi’aritics, with
18 zard to mission and overational vrocedure, between the Hungarian State Dufense
Lasartment and it Soviet MYD and MGB commterparts, while the ungarian Armny Polltizal
tantion ig basically akin %o the Soviet Kentrs-Razvsdlen Smersh Adminnstration, It ie
rointed out that, although Appendiz "A" gketcheg in the reletionghip betweun Hungavian
C1731 and Political Police agencies, thig report deee not attempt to touch upon all
Fpagarian intelligence agencies.) )
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AFPENDIX At
ETHRARIAS POLICE SYSEBK AS OF AUGUST 19%6
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PUNGARIAX POLICE SYSTEH AS OF SEPTEMEER 1547
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